Executive Committee Report 
May 23, 2024
Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee
Pittsburgh Presbytery’s Executive Committee met in a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in the Patrick Room of the Presbytery Center.  Co-chair Rev. Dr. Charissa Howe opened the meeting with prayer.
Items for Information
1. Approval of “Matthew 25 on the Move” as Ministry Team
In accordance with Article 4 section 3 of the Presbytery Manual, the Executive Committee approved the formation of “Matthew 25 on the Move” as a ministry team of Pittsburgh Presbytery. In harmony with Pittsburgh Presbytery’s alignment as a Matthew 25 presbytery, the mission of "Matthew 25 on the Move" will be to encourage, inspire, and connect the churches of Pittsburgh Presbytery in the work of the Matthew 25 Initiative in the PC(USA) which seeks to live out the words of Jesus; "Whatever you did for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  Charter Members of the ministry team are:
Rev. Judi Slater 
Mark Roth (East Liberty Presbyterian)
Rev. Carol Divens Roth 
Rev. Jermaine McKinley 
Elder Linda James (Bower Hill)
Elder Mary Yearsley (Swissvale Presbyterian)
Rev. Janet Edwards 
2.  Approval of New Category of Presbytery Staff Position and Job Description
The Executive Committee approved the creation of a new category of “Ministry Associate” within the staffing model of Pittsburgh Presbytery for situations when there is a definite, time-limited need that requires a very specific skill set and where current staff, COM, or an Administrative Commission are not appropriate to meet the church’s need.  Under this category there can be two types of Ministry Associates: 
Temporary Ministry Associates will be utilized for short-term situations and hired for an initial term of three months (renewable). Temporary Ministry Associate positions will be established when there is a specific, time-limited need that requires a very specific skill set and where current staff, COM, or an Administrative Commission are not appropriate to meet the church’s need. Due to the limited nature of these positions, they do not need to be posted.
Covenant Ministry Associates will be ongoing positions and hired for an initial term of no more than one year (renewable). These positions must be posted on the Presbytery website for at least 30 days.
The Executive Committee also approved the job description for a Ministry Associate for Pastoral Support, a part-time position which will be posted shortly.
3.  Forgiveness of Per Capita Arrearage
The Executive Committee approved the request of Liberty Presbyterian Church for forgiveness of $7,025.95 in past due per capita.
4.  Approval of Administrative Commission for Installation
Because time was of the essence, the Execuitve Committee acted on behalf of the Presbytery pursuant to Article 4, Section 2 of the Presbytery Manual to approve the installation commission for Rev. Derek Davenport’s installation as Pastor of Sewickley Presbyterian Church on May 19, 2024.  The installation commission consists of:
The Moderator or her Designee
Rev. Chris Taylor
Rev. Barb Kennedy
Elder Louise Shoppe
Elder Becky Senior
Items for Action
1.  Consent Motions
The Executive Committee recommends that the following items be approved by consent:  # 3 and 4.
2.  Resolution on Christian Nationalism
The Executive Committee approved and recommends that presbytery approve a resolution on the dangers of Christian Nationalism that has been endorsed by several sessions of congregations and groups within Pittsburgh Presbytery including:
[bookmark: _Hlk165903264]Anti-Racism Transformation Team 
Bower Hill Presbyterian Church
East Liberty Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church, Duquesne
First Presbyterian Church, Edgewood
Grace Memorial Presbyterian Church
Pittsburgh Chapter of the National Black Presbyterian Caucus
Sixth Presbyterian Church
Waverly Presbyterian Church
The complete text of the resolution, which reflects minor edits made by the Executive Committee, is attached hereto Appendix A.  
*3.  Permission for Sale of Church Property -- Liberty Presbyterian Church
The Executive Committee approved and forwards to presbytery for its approval, the request Liberty Presbyterian Church to sell two vacant lots contiguous to the church property for $22,500.  Proceeds will be added to the church’s general fund. 
*4.  Finance Reports – December 2023 and January, February, and March 2024
The Executive Committee recommends Presbytery receive and file for audit the Presbytery Financial Statement for the months of December 2023 and January, February, and March 2024.
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Theological Declaration Concerning 
the Present Danger of Christian Nationalism
Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
May, 2024

I. The Present Danger of Christian Nationalism

Christian Nationalism is an ideology, purporting to be Christian, and political movement that claims the United States was founded as a Christian nation and seeks to use the powers of government to enforce their own, supposed, Christian perspective and values.

Christian Nationalism subverts both Christian faith and tradition, and crucial foundational principles in the establishment of American government. 

Christian Nationalism endangers Christian faith by presenting a heretical religion that gives primacy to this nation, the United States, contradicting the fundamental conviction of historic Christian confession: "There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male or female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28)."

Christian Nationalism endangers the body politic of the United States by acting to empower its form of Christianity as a national religion, destroying the initial promise in the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.  .  .  ."  By privileging its Christian religious view over others, Christian Nationalism denigrates other faiths, including other forms of Christianity, threatening the American tradition of freedom of religion.

Christian Nationalism endangers both Christian faith and American government by embodying in our time the streak of white dominance that has defied the Christian conviction that God creates and loves all people (John 1:4) and the American conviction "that all men [people] are created equal (Declaration of Independence)" through the course of American history from slavery, to Jim Crow, to the present onslaught against Civil Rights Era reform and national demographic change.

As The Confession of 1967 states, "Although nations may serve God's purposes in history, the church which identifies the sovereignty of any one nation or any one way of life with the cause of God denies the Lordship of Christ and betrays its calling (PC(U.S.A.), Book of Confessions, 9.45)."

II. Theological Declaration in the Face of the Present Danger of Christian Nationalism

A.  The Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is proud of the contribution our Presbyterian ancestors made to the American revolution and to the founding of the United States of America that produced the fundamental documents upon which our American government rests: The Declaration of Independence and the U. S. Constitution. These founders' experience of established religion taught them to carefully separate the institutions of church and state and to protect individual freedom of conscience from state power. 

We are proud of our colleague, Rev. Henry Highland Garnet, founding pastor of Grace Memorial Presbyterian Church (1868) and a renowned, fierce advocate for abolition and equality for former slaves after the Civil War. His application of the Gospel to social concerns in his time directs us today to challenge renewed threats to full equality for all in our time.

We continue to learn from them and so reject the false doctrines of prioritizing Christian faith over other religions in the American social fabric and placing governmental power at the service of any religious claims.

B. The Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) confesses "one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all (Ephesians 4:6)," made known to us through Jesus Christ, whose Spirit inspires us to declare for all to hear the danger of Christian Nationalism and to challenge others to stand with us, as faithful Christians, against it.

III. Call to Action in the Face of the Present Danger of Christian Nationalism

A.  The Pittsburgh Presbytery charges its congregations to engage in study and prayer, educating themselves on the nature, presence and impact of Christian Nationalism and seeking God's guidance for how to challenge it. Good resources are available, including this report from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Mission Agency (https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/the-rev-jimmie-hawkins-of-the-pcusa-joins-a-panel-examining-the-trouble-with-christian-nationalism/). The Peacemaking Ministry Team will provide additional resources upon request.

B.   Pittsburgh Presbytery calls on its staff to seek opportunities to support and publicize this stand through presbytery channels and beyond, including news outlets, as their priorities and schedules allow, and calls on minister members to communicate this message to their congregations.

C.   The Pittsburgh Presbytery through its currently standing committees, commissions, and ministry teams commits itself to seek out partners who also see the dangers posed by Christian Nationalism and to stand with them in challenging the statements and actions of Christian Nationalists, as long as they present a clear threat to both the church and to our nation.  

Presented for adoption by Pittsburgh Presbytery at the stated meeting May 23, 2024





