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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
By mandate of our Presbytery Manual, “Black History Month shall be celebrated annually at the
stated meeting of Presbytery in February.” Some mandates merely bind us, while others also
bless us. This is surely one of the latter.
I am blessed by participating in some great Gospel music in the African American tradition at
our presbytery meeting. I spent a few years playing piano for an African American Pentecostal
congregation (which helps explain why I play the way I do!). This music always nourishes my
soul, and I am so grateful that our Presbytery Manual assures that I will be granted such a
blessing at least once each year.
We all are blessed to hear the stories and the preaching that emanate from our African American
church heritage. That heritage has always stirred up the church to stay true to its calling as a
champion of both justice and evangelism. It has drawn us back time and again to remember that
they are inseparable in the Gospel. Without its abiding witness among us, we would be far more
easily divided between “justice-Christians” and “evangelism-Christians.”
While I count our Manual mandate to celebrate Black History month a blessing, it also troubles
me that we need a mandate to make sure we do so.
The positive side of making this a mandate is that it demonstrates a commitment that runs deep
enough in our DNA that we know we must ever cultivate it. We celebrate Black History Month
because we believe that knowing and honoring our African American heritage is critically
important to our identity as God’s people.
Making this a mandate is also an act of confession. We confess that we need a mandate to assure
that we continue something so vitally important, because without so binding ourselves we may
let this commitment slide.
We make promises to express our deepest values, and we make promises to assure that we don’t
abandon them, especially when it gets tough to stay true to them. What promises does your
congregation make to assure that it doesn’t forget to honor and nourish our African American
heritage?
Keeping the faith,

Sheldon Sorge
General Minister

Seeking to be Faithful Together
Guidelines for Presbyterians During Times of Disagreement
In a spirit of trust and love, we promise we will . . .
Give them a hearing . . . listen before we answer.
Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one
people without first giving them a hearing to find out wh
7:50-51 If one gives answer before hearing, it is folly and shame. (Proverbs 18:13)
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Speak the truth in love.
But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as
lf up in love. (Ephesians
4:15-16)

 




 


Maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:1-3)
 
 

 






 

Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Pittsburgh
February 13, 2020 – 1:00 p.m.
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
Rev. Steven Werth (Outgoing Moderator); Rev. Charissa Howe (Incoming Moderator)
Pittsburgh Presbytery is a covenant community
†
formed by the triune God;
†
called to share together in the ongoing life & ministry of Jesus Christ ;
†
proclaiming & demonstrating the Gospel publicly in word & deed in the power of the Holy Spirit.

PRESBYTERY MEETING DOCKET
Gathering for the Work of the Presbytery
Welcome from the Moderator, Greetings from our Host, Introductions and
Announcement of New Calls, and Recognition of Retiring Ministers.
Introduction of New Executive Director of Crestfield Camp and Conference Center
Greetings from Kori Robbins, Young Adult Volunteer in 2018-2019
Announcements from the International Partnership
Adoption of the Docket and Consent Agenda and Announcement of the Intention to
Introduce New Business
Worship and Celebration of the Contributions of African-American Churches
Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy (East Liberty Presbyterian Church) will preach and
Rev. Nikki Porter (Eastminster Presbyterian Church) will lead music.
Attending to our Corporate and Ecclesiastical Business
Installation of 2020 Presbytery Moderators
Executive Committee Report
Stated Clerk’s Report
Requests for Concurrences to 224th General Assembly
Hearing from Our Staff, Commissions, and Committees
General Minister’s Report
State of the Presbytery
Report on Matthew 25 Initiative
Commission on Preparation for Ministry Report
Commission on Ministry Report
Committee on Nominations Report
Going Forth by God’s Grace to Serve
New and Old Business
Report from the Roll Clerk, Words of Thanks and Closing Prayer

