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Dear Friends in Christ,
As we come together in our annual gathering at our Crestfield home, we have so much for which to
give thanks: The beauty of our surroundings. The joy of renewed fellowship around the table.
Opportunity to do important work together. And, as always at our September meetings, we give
special thanks for the lives of our colleague ministers and elders whose journeys on earth ended over
the past year. “For all the saints who from their labors rest… Alleluia!” Each year I am with you this
thanksgiving grows more personal for me, as I know more and more of those whose names we list in
our annual necrology.
It is fitting that this celebration of the saints who have gone before us is done around the Table of our
Lord, where we are present in spirit with the saints from all times and places who feast at heaven’s
banquet. I wish we celebrated the Lord’s Supper each time we gather, but I am mindful that many of us
already find presbytery meetings longer than they can manage. Table fellowship was inseparable from
the gathering of the church in its early days, and I fear we lose something important when we make it
merely occasional and optional.
When I was installed as your General Minister, Professor John Burgess charged me to dine regularly
with members of presbytery. I have tried to fulfill that charge, though I need to do better. I can testify
that I feel tangibly closer to people with whom I have been privileged to break bread. Any table at
which Christ’s followers sit together can and should be recognized as the Lord’s table. It is sacramental,
a place of impartation of invisible grace as we share very visible food and drink.
Earlier this month, one of my long-time treasured friends, the Rev. Dr. Chip Andrus, was taken by our
Lord into the company of saints in glory. Chip was my next-door colleague when I worked in the
national PCUSA Office of Theology and Worship, an especially passionate advocate for strengthening
our communion practices. Some of you will remember Chip as the guy with the guitar who led the
praise band at General Assembly for many years (in which I was privileged to play piano). Presbyterian
News Service ran a story of thanksgiving and celebration of his life and ministry.
Our presbytery service of remembrance names only members of our own presbytery, but each of us
has others from elsewhere, like Chip, whose passing leaves a void in our earthly lives. We mourn their
loss, yet not as those without hope. For the One who is Resurrection and Life has assured us, “Because
I live, you also will live.” (John 14:19) Every time we gather at His table, we strengthen ourselves in
receiving this promise. Thanks be to God!
Yours in Christ’s living fellowship,

Sheldon W. Sorge
General Minister

Seeking to be Faithful Together
Guidelines for Presbyterians During Times of Disagreement
In a spirit of trust and love, we promise we will . . .
Give them a hearing . . . listen before we answer.
Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one
people without first giving them a hearing to find out wh
7:50-51 If one gives answer before hearing, it is folly and shame. (Proverbs 18:13)
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Speak the truth in love.
But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as
lf up in love. (Ephesians
4:15-16)
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Maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:1-3)
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STATED MEETING OF THE PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY
September 20, 2018 – 10:00 a.m.
Crestfield Camp and Conference Center
Rev. Dr. Trent Hancock (Moderator); Rev. Steven Werth (Sr. Vice-Moderator)
Pittsburgh Presbytery is a covenant community
†
formed by the triune God;
†
called to share together in the ongoing life & ministry of Jesus Christ
†
proclaiming & demonstrating the Gospel publicly in word & deed in the power of the Holy Spirit.

PRESBYTERY MEETING DOCKET – 10:00 a.m.
I.

II.

Gathering for Worship and Work of the Presbytery.
Welcome, Moderator’s Greetings & Introductions. Visitors and first-time commissioners will
be introduced, and corresponding members will be accepted. Pastors in new calls will be
announced and those new to the presbytery will be welcomed.
Adoption of the Docket and Consent Agenda and Announcement of the Intention to
Introduce New Business
Worship, Service of Remembrance, and Tribute to Rev. Fred Rogers. Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge
will preach and the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated.
Renewing Our Community
Board of Pensions Report on New Plan Options
Commission on Ministry Report
Approval of 2019 Budget and Presentation of 2019 Staffing Plan

Fellowship Time & Lunch

Special Order of the Day 12:30 p.m.

Reservations and prepayment are required.

III.

IV.

Visioning as a Community
Commission on Preparation for Ministry Report
Executive Committee Report
Generosity Subcommittee Report
International Partnership Report
Freedom Rising Grant Award Report
New Worshipping Communities Commission Report
Going Forth by God’s Grace
General Minister’s Report
Report from General Assembly
Congregational Summer Mission Activity Reports
Committee on Nominations Report
Stated Clerk’s Report
Natrona Heights Presbyterian Church Dismissal
New Business
Report from the Roll Clerk, Words of Thanks and Closing Prayer

