Fred Rogers of Mister Rogers' Neighborhood in Pittsburgh is as much a
household name as notable sports figures like Roberto Clemente or
"Mean" Joe Green!
What most people are surprised to discover is that Fred was an
ordained Presbyterian minister in the PCUSA via an unusual
ordination to the ministry. In 1962 Pittsburgh Presbytery
ordained him with a charge to continue his work with children and
families through the media. He has never served in the traditional
role of pastor, but through television, he provided a simple
message of affirmation and love to a "congregation" of millions.
Click on this link to watch Fred Rogers Ordination TV-Spot now
appearing on WQEDTV. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4GUA2GEEUw
It is Pittsburgh Presbytery's pleasure, during this year-long
celebration of 50 years of Mister Rogers' Neighborhood, to lift up
and celebrate the fact that Fred saw an opportunity of sharing
God's love in the sacred space between the television program
and the viewer.
To everyone who made the Mister Rogers' Neighborhood program special, we thank you, and WQED in
the celebration of this milestone!
Celebrating 50 Years of Mister Rogers' Neighborhood on WQED the first public television station! More
on WQED https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WQED_(TV)
Fred Rogers was ordained in 1963 by the Presbytery of Pittsburgh at Third Presbyterian Church
http://www.thirdchurch.org/ with the unusual charge to do his ministry with children and their families
through the mass media. While he never served in the traditional role of pastor of a brick-and-mortar
church, his ministry to children reached millions of children and adults.
Links below explores more about Fred Rogers.
The Presbyterian Historical Society https://www.history.pcusa.org/blog/remembering-mr-rogers has
information on Fred in learning about his first television program featuring the piano and puppeteering
that became his trademark.
While Fred was a senior at Rollins College in Winter Park, Florida, he became “appalled by what were
labeled ‘children’s programs’—pies in faces and slapstick.” As Rogers later told Eva Stimson, editor of
Presbyterians Today, “That’s when I decided to go into television...children deserved better.”
https://www.history.pcusa.org/heritage-sunday-2018

After Fred McFeely Rogers, better known as Mr. Rogers, graduated from college in 1951, receiving a B.A.
in Music Composition, he began working in television, at first for NBC and later for WQED, which was a
Pittsburgh public TV station that was the U.S.’s first community-supported TV station.
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2011/06/mr-rogers-was-an-ordained-presbyterianminister/
Fred Rogers advocated various public causes. On the Betamax case, the U.S. Supreme Court cited
Rogers's prior testimony before a lower court in favor of fair-use television show recording (now called
time shifting). Rogers also gave a testimony, now famous, advocating the government funding of
children's television before a U.S. Senate committee. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Rogers
Born on March 20, 1928, in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, he was an only child until the age of 11 when his
parents, James and Nancy, adopted a baby girl. After graduating from Latrobe High School, Rogers
enrolled at Dartmouth College, where he studied for a year before transferring to Rollins College in
Winter Park, Florida. Rogers, who'd begun playing the piano at a young age, graduated magna cum
laude in 1951 with a degree in music composition. https://www.biography.com/people/fred-rogers9462161
America was divided, tense and angry in 1969, when Fred Rogers faced a U.S. Senate subcommittee
poised to grant President Richard Nixon his requests for deep budget cuts for public broadcasting.
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/entertainment/columnists/terry-mattingly/2018/06/23/fred-rogerspresbyterian-minister-terry-mattingly/723667002/
Recently, who would have guessed that a documentary about Fred would become a Top 10 box office
hit of the summer? So why Mister Rogers, and why now?
http://www.postgazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2018/07/15/Rev-Fred-Rogers-minister-to-children/stories/201807150023
George Wirth is a pastor within the Presbyterian Church (USA) and met Fred in 1983, and the two
quickly became close friends. Wirth would visit the set to watch the filming. He and his wife went on
trips with Rogers and his wife. And from 1990 until Rogers’ death in 2003, the two men talked on the
phone every Saturday night at 9 o’clock. https://www.crosswalk.com/culture/features/5-things-misterrogers-pastor-wants-us-to-learn-about-his-friend.html
"You rarely have time for everything you want in this life, so you need to make choices. And hopefully
your choices can come from a deep sense of who you are." Fred Rogers
https://www.fredrogers.org/fred-rogers/bio/
Nobody rocked a cardigan sweater better than TV personality Fred Rogers. The beloved Presbyterian
pastor hosted the nationally syndicated TV show Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood for 33 years on PBS. He
began each episode by changing into his sneakers and putting on a cardigan before teaching children
lessons of unconditional love and empathy as he interacted with his neighbors.
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/beautiful-day-neighborhood/

For the Rev. Dr. Fred McFeely Rogers (1928-2003) ’62, every day started with welcoming his neighbor.
Fifty years ago, he launched a creative and enduring ministry anchored in Pittsburgh but reaching
around the world: Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. As creator of this longest-running program on public
television, Fred walked into the studio each day saying, “Dear God, let some word that is heard be
Yours.” And through his more than 900 episodes of the internationally acclaimed children’s program and
his more than 200 songs, he communicated the love of God through his always-gentle manner and everreassuring words. https://www.pts.edu/Fred_Rogers
Morgan Neville’s new documentary about Fred Rogers, Won’t You Be My Neighbor?, reminds us that
the television icon was an ordained minister ... and then shows us protesters at his funeral predicting his
damnation. It tells us that he was a lifelong Republican ... and then shows conservative pundits roundly
condemning him for helping create an environment where children’s self-esteem was respected and
nurtured. https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2018/june-web-only/wont-you-be-my-neighbormister-rogers.html
Americans seem to love sharing myths about Fred Rogers, the friendly neighbor known the world over
as Mister Rogers. Consider the one about how he wore cardigans to cover up his tattoos (false). Or the
one about how he was an ordained Presbyterian minister. That one is true — he graduated from
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in 1963 — and it’s far more foundational to Rogers’s legacy than you
might think. Rogers was a man defined by his Christian faith, and the message that he taught every day
on his beloved children’s show was shaped by it. “If Protestants had saints,” Jonathan Merritt wrote at
the Atlantic, “Mister Rogers might already have been canonized.”
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2018/01/30/the-radical-but-gentle-faith-ofmister-rogers/
As it happens, we are being reminded of him in the year of the “separation of families.” His gentle,
loving, always respectful relationship to children is suddenly perceived in stark contrast to the
government’s heart-breaking policy of taking children from their parents and placing them in
anonymous institutional settings without any guarantee of their being reunited with their mothers or
fathers. https://pres-outlook.org/2018/07/a-visit-with-mister-rogers-remembered/
During the heyday of PBS’s “Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood” even a lot of Presbyterians did not know that
the mild-spoken host of the popular PBS children’s program was a clergyman, indeed, no doubt the
most famous living Presbyterian in all the world. https://pres-outlook.org/2018/05/documentary-onfred-rogers-legacy-scheduled-for-release-june-8/
Go to http://presbymediamission.org/2018/09/09/fred-rogers-ordination-celebrating-50-years-ofmister-rogers-neighborhood/ for more media links and stories featuring Fred Rogers in audio and video.

